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Chimney Safety 
 

Enjoying a warm, cozy fire 

requires a clean, safe 

fireplace. Here are some 

tips for keeping it that 

way:  

 

 

 Have your chimney cleaned yearly. 

 Burn firewood only.  

 Have chimney cap installed to keep 

debris from blocking chimney.    

 Install carbon dioxide detectors and 

smoke detectors.  

 Never leave a fire unattended with 

children in the house. 

 Keep a nonflammable rug in front of the 

fireplace. 

 Never use a vacuum to clean up ashes, 

because live coals may remain in those 

ashes. 

 Fireplace coals can remain hot enough to 

start a fire up to three days, so always 

wait at least that long before removing 

the ashes.  

 

 

Scheduled Meetings 

 

Town Council Meeting 
Wednesday, January 13th at 7:00 pm 

 
Events  

 
Coffee with Mayor 

At Town Hall 

January 25th @ 9 to 10 am    

 

 

Contacts 

Town Hall 

307-883-8696 

clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org 

 

Public Works 

307-880-5325 

 

Special Municipal Officer 

307-880-2666 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org
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Proper Ash Removal 
 

We recently had 2 house fires in Town, possibly due to poor chimney cleanliness 
and improper ash removal.   

 
Whenever you burn a solid fuel, such as wood, coal, or pellets, in your stove, fireplace, or 
insert, you will be left with ashes to remove. The frequency of this ash removal will depend 
on the type of fuel being burned and the species of the fuel (e.g. softwoods vs. hardwoods, 
anthracite coal vs. bituminous). Small bits of hot coals removed, mixed and buried within 
the ashes, represent a hidden danger. These hot coals can stay dormant for weeks when 
buried in ashes. The ash acts as an insulator keeping coals from burning out. All these 
coals need to flare up once more is oxygen. It’s for this reason fire departments often 
return to a scene to place more water on smoldering timbers and newly flared coals. 
 
What is commonly done is to take the ashes from the appliance and place them into a 
plain, simple, metal pail. The thinking is that the metal pail will not catch fire. Logical, but a 

metal pail is not enough. Then, the pail is placed outside on 
the porch because it’s outside and cold. Again, logical but it’s 
not enough. 
 

Most fires related to ash removal start this very way because 
a lidless pail sits exposed when a winter’s breeze comes 
along, and stirs the pail’s contents. The coals become active 
again, the pail’s temperature increases, and the floor can 
begin to char. Also, the winter’s breeze can disperse the 
now-active coals onto the wood porch and worse problems 
soon begin.  

 
Proper Ash Removal & Storage: 
 
The proper type of ash “holder” or pail, for ash removal and storage should also be sheet 
metal. The bottom should be slightly offset from the bottom so that the actual bottom does 
not make contact with flooring. The edge will and should make contact, but the majority of 
the bottom is elevated. The pail should have a large wire handle for easy carrying. And, 
most importantly, the pail should have a lid that closes tightly. This is the key for safety.  
 

Do not place the bucket directly on a wood porch or breezeway 
floor, but instead, on a non-combustible surface such as stone, 
concrete, brick, or slate.   
 
After a period of time when you feel that there are no longer 
any potentially “live” coals, you should bag and dispose of 
coal ashes at a transfer station or the local landfill. 
 
 
 

http://www.hearth.com/talk/
http://www.hearth.com/talk/
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Walkers vs. Snowmobiles vs. Automobiles  
 
Rules of the Road 

Yield to everyone  

Stay as far to the right as plowing permits  

Walk single file, toward traffic, and out of the traffic lane when autos pass  

A flag is recommended for on your snowmobile  

A valid driver’s license is required to operate any motorized vehicle on roads  

Slow down, the speed limit for all vehicles is 25 miles per hour  
 

 

Please inform your friends and guests about our rules.  

Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Town Mechanic 
 
 
JT Dugan is our Town Mechanic.  Some of his duties include 
servicing all our Town vehicles, making needed repairs, 
purchasing parts and supplies, installing all snow removal 
equipment, and conducting inspections of equipment and 
making suggestions when updates are needed.   

 
With all those responsibilities, he continues to be very flexible. Not only 
will you see him maintaining those duties above, but you will also see 
him in Town doing everything from flagging and helping the road crew, 
pushing snow, assisting the water department, cleaning the shop, or 
working under the front end loader. 
 

We really appreciate all he does to keep our equipment in 
great condition and all those other activities in order to help 

maintain our Town. 
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   Coffee with the Mayor 
 

Come talk about ….. 

 

Star Valley Ranch Town Hall is serving “Coffee with the Mayor”.  

Residents are invited to join Mayor Kathleen Buyers for coffee and 

casual conversation on the last Monday of this month from 9 -10 am.   

 

This is another communication tool and a chance to get to know the 

Mayor, visit Town Hall, and see your town government at work. 

 

The next “Coffee with the Mayor” will be held on Jan. 25th, 2016. 

 

 

 

Deer Feeding is Harmful 
 

Winter is tough on deer. With their usual food sources under snow, 
they forage for sustenance wherever they can find it. Many good-
hearted residents here leave food outside — table scraps, potato 
peelings and the like — with the intent of providing a little help to the 
deer who inhabit their areas. However, that’s a bad idea. 
 

Proper feed is natural browse.  In winter, the microorganisms within the 

deer stomach are different from the microorganisms the rest of the year. 

This change allows deer to ingest a diet of woody browse and turn the 

high-fiber diet into protein. 

 

Do not feed hay, corn, kitchen scraps, potatoes, lettuce trimmings or any animal proteins 

from animals rendered into feed. Deer may actually starve when fed supplemental foods 

during winter if they have a full belly of indigestible foods. Many deer have starved to death 

with stomachs packed full of these items. Just because deer will eat food provided by 

humans does not mean it is good for them. 

In most cases, supplemental feeding does not reduce deer losses during winter and in 

some cases can actually increase losses. If you currently feed deer or are considering 

starting, we urge you to please weigh the consequences carefully. 

 

See information boards at the town mail center for handouts. 



January 2016: Bulletin #65  

 

Town Updates 
At the last Town Hall meeting the 3rd readings passed for both the Annexation 

(Ordinance 2015-09) and the Water Rates for 2016 (Ordinance 2015-10).   

Below is a brief summary of both those ordinances. 

 

Ordinance 2015-09, Annexation (Sunrise Mountain Estates) 

 The developer will pay for and construct the roads 
and water lines to the town’s specification and 
building ordinances. 

 After the roads, water lines and fire hydrants are 
constructed to Town specifications and inspected 
by our Town engineering firm, the water 
infrastructure, roads and all utility easements will be 
conveyed to the Town. 

 The subdivision will come under the restrictions of Town ordinances, however these 
new residents will not be members of the Star Valley Ranch Association.   

 

Ordinance 2015-10 Water Rates for 2016  

 Presently 1057 lots connected to the water system 
and contributing to the costs of maintaining and 
improving the system, but 959 lots are not 
connected/contributing to the costs.   

 13.9 million dollars spent on the system, and in the 
future we still need about 9 million dollars. 

 To help pay for the 9 million needed in the future, the new water ordinance will 
include the lot owners that are not presently contributing to the cost.   

 A charge of $12/month, or an annual fee of $132, “Service Availability Fee” will be 
billed to owners of vacant lots that do not have an existing water meter. 

 Increase from $.0017 to $.0020 per gallon used for a residential line. 

 Decrease in connection fees from $9,600 to $5,000. 

 

To find these ordinances and review them in their entirety go to: 

www.starvalleyranchwy.org ; Town Documents; Town Code 

 

http://www.starvalleyranchwy.org/
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Snow Removal Reminder 

 

Town Code: 5.05.030 Snow Removal Near Residences 
 

…Incident to clearing snow from private property, driveways or 

ends of driveways; property owners, residents or their agents 

are prohibited from leaving berms or piles of ice, snow or slush 

on the traveled portion of any roadway in a manner that could 

hamper the safe and orderly flow of two way traffic on Town 

roadways… 

 

The Town plans to continue enforcing our Town Code 

 

 

Wildlife and Dogs  
 

Pet owners are asked to control their dogs around wintering wildlife. 
 

As winter progresses, more and more big game animals move out of the locations where 

they spend much of the year and into lower lying areas to spend the cold weather months.  

One of the ever-present problems facing wildlife is conflicts with dogs 

as the movement of big game animals brings them close to outlying 

subdivisions in search of food. 
 

Even if the animal is not actually caught and killed by a dog the 

stress of being chased causes it to use important energy 

reserves that could be better used obtaining food. 

 

Under Wyoming law, dogs that are found chasing big game animals 

may be killed by wildlife officers and the pet owners may be cited.  Even though the 

owners may not know their dogs are chasing wildlife, a citation can still be issued.   

 

Contact: Gary Fralick Office: 307.883.2998, Cell: 307.730.2802 

or Todd Graham 307.885.3717 
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Xpress Bill Pay 
 

Announcing! 
  

If you have an Internet connection and an email 

address, you can now pay your bill online.  It's fast, it's 

easy, and you no longer have to write a check each 

month or find a stamp when it's time to send in your 

payment. 

How It Works 

  

We have partnered with Xpress Bill Pay, the premier 

provider for online bill payment. 

  

When you sign up for online bill payment you get a 

unique password that you use to access your personal account at 

www.xpressbillpay.com. Every month we'll send you a reminder email to let you know 

when your bill is online. 

  

Then, just log in through your Web browser and view your bill, which will look like the 

paper statement you're familiar with. Select a payment type — credit card, debit card, or 

electronic funds transfer — enter the information, and you're done! 

  

It's that easy, and it only takes you a few minutes each month. 

  

We're offering this service at the request of customers like you. Sign up today and see why 

so many people consider this the best way to pay their bills. 

Sign up Today! 

1. Go to: www.xpressbillpay.com 
2. Select “New to Xpress Bill Pay” 
3. Fill out the brief form 
4. Pay your bill or setup auto pay 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://starvalleyranchwy.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ade6f943551d5e64590a960d8&id=4662b1c279&e=f9de6a5f8e
http://www.xpressbillpay.com/
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P & Z Board 
 

Plenty of activity at the Planning and Zoning board meetings. Annexing the 40 acres at the 

south end of town, assigning the correct zone to that property and working with the 

developer to get the best new development for the Town of Star Valley Ranch is a tall 

order.  

The P & Z is only one spoke in the larger working wheel; the Mayor, the Town Council, the 

Town Attorney, the Town Engineer have all been working long hours to make this 

endeavor a success. Adding to this process are citizens of Star Valley Ranch who have 

attended Town Council meetings and P & Z meetings sharing their concerns, asking 

questions and offering suggestions.   

Everyone’s efforts and participation is greatly appreciated. 

P & Z Board meets the first and third Wednesdays of the month, 5:P.M. in the Town Hall. 

(Submitted by the P and Z Board) 

 

Stay Informed 
 

There are 2 easy ways to keep updated on events going on here in the Town. 

1.  Submit your email on the Town Website 

“www.starvalleyranchwy.org” (bottom of the Home Page) 

2.   Like Us on Facebook “Town of Star Valley Ranch” 
 

 

Winter Fun at Fox Run Park 
Snowshoeing and Cross Country Skiing 

coming to Fox Run Park. 

As more snow falls, plans are to groom the 

current walking trail for winter activities.  Be 

sure to take advantage of the winter fun.     


